KEEPER’S CORNER: Reptiles and Amphibians!

By Jonathan Engle, Naturalist I

Join  and learn with me in this three part series covering reptiles, amphibians, and the way they are fed here at the Nature Center. Each program will last between 45- 60 minutes.  Come for one or come for all!  Reservations preferred but walk-ins welcome.  Limit 30 children.  To reserve call 828-298-5600 ext. 405. 
Sit back and relax during this informative hands-on program about reptiles as I show you some of the reptiles that call Western North Carolina home.  Relax during a slide show covering some of the smallest, largest, and most venomous snakes of North Carolina.  Did you ever wonder if snakes really are slimy or what would happen if snakes were eliminated from the food chain?  Come join us and see how these animals interact with humans while helping to uncover the secrets behind some of nature's most misunderstood animals. 

Come learn about the frogs, toads, and salamanders found locally in the mountains of Western North Carolina.  Did you ever hear a sound in nature that you could not identify? Is it a bird or could it be a frog way up in the tree?  If I touch a toad do will I get warts?  What is the difference between a frog and a toad?  Get comfy while you watch and listen as I take you through the Croaker Slide Show, an educational start to finish of the progressions of amphibian calls.  Many of the frogs and toad will be visiting us and you will be able to get an up close and personal look at them, including the largest frog east of the Mississippi. 

Now that you have seen many of the reptiles and amphibians found here at The Western North Carolina Nature Center, would you not like to see how and what they eat?  See me whip up many of these animals meals right before your eyes.  See how a toad uses its eyes to swallow its food or see why a snapping turtle is called a snapping turtle.  At the end of the program, for those who wish, see how a snake is able to swallow its prey whole.    

MARK YOUR CALENDAR WITH THESE DATES

(reservations to 298-5600 ext. 405, class limit is 30 persons)

Thursday, February 7th, 11 a.m. to Noon (Reptiles)

Thursday, February 14th, 11 a.m. to Noon (Amphibians and Amphibian Love)

Thursday, February 21st, 11 a.m. to Noon (Feeding Frenzy)

Thursday, March 6th, 11 a.m. to Noon (Reptiles)

Thursday, March 13th, 11 a.m. to Noon (Amphibians)

Thursday, March 27th, 11 a.m. to Noon (Feeding Frenzy)

